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Olivier Butzbach (born 1975) 
 
Researcher in economics at the Department of Political Science of the University of 
Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli” (Italy) 

OlivierKarlEmmanuel.BUTZBACH@unicampania.it 
 
 
Ordinary Council Member (two nominations for one place) 
 
 
I am currently a researcher in economics at the Department of Political Science of the 
University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli” (Italy). My current research deals with the 
economics of institutions, comparative banking systems and the study of not-for-profit 
financial institutions. My research has appeared in journals such as Organization Studies, 
Business History, Accounting, Economics and Law: A Convivium, Schmollers Jahrbuch: 
Journal of Contextual Economics, and Policy and Society. I co-edited (with Kurt von 
Mettenheim) a volume on “Alternative Banks” published by Routledge in 2014. I also have 
experience in organizing small international research workshops. I profoundly share WINIR’s 
concern for, and engagement towards, constituting an international, interdisciplinary network 
of researchers committed to the study of institutions in various contexts. As a participant in 
two past WINIR Symposia, I greatly appreciate the variety of settings (Symposia, 
conferences) proposed by the network to foster scientific debate. As an academic working 
across various disciplinary fields – political science, business history, comparative political 
economy – I am acutely aware of the need to further dialogue across disciplines, on 
common themes, and of the considerable work that still needs to be done to achieve 
that.  My contribution, as a WINIR Council member, would be to (i) help consolidate the 
network’s excellent track record in organizing very successful academic events, with a 
gradual increase in joint events organized with national/regional academic societies; and (ii) 
help extend the network’s inter-disciplinary reach to more distant disciplinary areas (such as 
the history of institutions on the one hand; and European “continental” political science and 
sociology on the other hand), research issues (such as the nature and the form of states in 
contemporary societies; and the role of culture in economic development) and countries / 
regions, which are less present, as of now, within the network.  
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